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Yorkshire Day 2022
The Yorkshire Day Civic Celebration has taken place every year since 1985 on
1 August. Each year The Yorkshire Society appoints a town or city to organise
a special civic celebration. In 2022 the event will be in Keighley, West
Yorkshire. Keighley Town Council is deeply honoured to be chosen by the
Yorkshire Society to host this significant celebration in our beautiful Town. 

Up to 200 Mayors, Civic Dignitaties, MPs and VIPs will descend upon Keighley
for a breakfast, parade, church service and civic lunch. 

The parade will take place on Monday 1 August starting from Sainsburys' car
park at 10.30am. We can't wait to see you all lining the streets with Yorkshire
Flags! 

To find out more about the Yorkshire Day Civic Celebration please 
visit https://theyorkshiresociety.org/what-we-do/yorkshire-day/
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Words from the Town Mayor of
Keighley

YORKSHIRE DAY 2022

It is a privilege for Keighley to be hosting 
Yorkshire Day and I am looking forward 
to it immensely. Our town will be on the map
 for the whole County to see. It is an 
extraordinary honour and I thank our friends
 at The Yorkshire Society for giving us the 
opportunity. 

I am proud to be the Mayor of Keighley 
and proud to welcome you all to our amazing
Town. 

Cllr Luke Maunsell, Town Mayor 2022-2023





Keighley appears in the Domesday book (1086), but noted as “Waste”, which
means that we had been wiped out by the Normans  and the area was owned by
the King. 

We are sure that the outcome for Keighley was that it was 
part of the original Fee of Skipton, given to the Knight 
Robert de Romilly, a possible candidate for the basis 
of the Rombald folk-tale. It is recorded that a Henry Kyghley 
received a charter for a Market in his manor of Kyghley 
in 1305. Historically, Keighley seems to have been a relatively 
small portion of a larger estate and in general left to manage 
itself. 

Keighley had weathered the Reformation and Scottish raids with only a name                   
change for the church, from St Peter's to St. Andrew's, (as the Scots did not raid
parishes named for their Patron Saint) to show for it. 

During the 18th century trade was prospering but transport 
of materials and goods were proving a problem. This didn't 
much bother the Church, who effectively managed the area, 
as they tended to look down on trade, being more bothered 
with landowners and Tithes. The yeomen, clothiers and manufacturers began to
organise and form partnerships, so bypassing the Church, to improve the area for
their own benefit.
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A Whistlestop History of Keighley 

The first Railway - the picture hangs in Cliffe Castle museum
 



By the turn of the 19th century, water transport had been improved with the Canal.
Roads were being made out of Pack-horse trails and better bridges were being
built. An Industrial town was beginning to emerge, Mills and factories were
beginning to appear and the Railway would soon arrive. During the century it
became obvious that Church Administration was no longer suitable for the
burgeoning town and a more Civil Administration began to emerge.

By the last quarter of the 19th century the Keighley Improvement District had
emerged from the Keighley Union and the Keighley Guardians. The KID began to
regulate the streets and housing and provide services such as water and sewage
systems. The need to bring the whole together under one organisation lead to the
application for Incorporation being granted in 1885. By this time the town was a
hive of invention and production. It had become truly International, supplying
textiles and engineering throughout the world with world beating Engineering
works.

Keighley Corporation, initially only controlling the area within a 1 mile radius of the
“Cross”, went on to provide Gas, Electric, Public Transport, Roads and much more
was expanded in 1938 to include the wider district, towns and villages. In 1974,
Keighley merged with Bradford Council. In 2002, achieved its own Town Council
again which is now based in the Civic Centre which was the Old Police Station. 

The Keighley parish now has a population of around 56,000. Keighley is still home
to many well known brands such as Timothy Taylors, Grandma Wilds, Byworth
Boilers and Teconnex. Keighley is also home to the famous Keighley and Worth
Valley Railway. Keighley has been featured in films and tv series such as The
Peaky Blinders, Downton Abbey, The Last of the Summer Wine, The Railway
Children and The Railway Children returns. 

Information provided by Keighley and District Local History Society
Photographs: Copies taken by Members of items held in Keighley Library, Cliffe Castle or donated to the
Society
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The first Railway - the
picture hangs in Cliffe

Castle museum
 



We can't wait to see: 
Keighley Urban Meadows 
Keighley Soropomists
Rotary Club of Keighley 
Get Out More CIC 
Sight Airedale 
Incommunities 
And more! 

Join us on Sunday 31 July and Monday 1 August, 10am - 4pm in Town Hall
Square for a special Community Showcase! We will be joined by local groups
and organisations who have been funded by Keighley Town Council as well as
other charities and groups wanting to showcase their work. 

We will also be joined by The Mayor's Charitable Trust who will be raising
money by putting the Mayor, Robbie Moore MP and Councillors into stocks for
you to throw wet sponges at! They will be raising money for: 
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What's On! Community Showcase -
Town Hall Square 



Monday 1 August 2022
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Get Involved 
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What's On! Church Green 

Games & Inflatables! 
Sunday 31 July 11am - 3pm on Church Green 
Bradford Community Play and Development Service will be bringing inflatables
and fun games for all the family! 

Can you win on the Giant Connect 4? Can you take on the inflatable football
net? 

And did we mention...its all free! 



Yorkshire Day Rose Making workshop and Installation
with Keighley Creative

On Monday 1st August, come along to Church Green and make roses for
Yorkshire Day.
Keighley Creative artists will help you make your 
own Yorkshire Rose (in any colour you like... except 
red!) and you can display it, or wear it proudly as part
 of the celebrations.

Keighley Creative is an arts charity in Keighley 
who work with the public, schools, community groups
, and businesses across Keighley to promote 
creativity. They are home to a number of studios for creative people to develop
their skills. In their Hub they have a gallery for exhibitions, a mini cinema, and
artist studios. 

'We love facilitating drop-in workshops out in the town, and we are delighted to
run our yearly Arts and Film Festival known 
as KAFF!

SAVE THE DATES! Friday 7th, Saturday 8th 
and Sunday 9th October 2022 for Keighley Arts 
and Film Festival. You do not want to miss out! 
Keep an eye on our social media for updates.

Instagram- @keighleycreative
Facebook- @KeighleyCreative
Twitter- @CreativeKly
Website- https://keighleycreative.org/
Email- admin@keighleycreative.org
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What's On! Church Green 
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What's On! Artisan Market - Church Green
Car Park

RSH Artisan Markets will be on Church Green Car Park on Sunday 31 July and
Monday 1 August from 10am - 4pm. 

There will be stalls selling local produce, crafts, fruit and veg, handmade
products, food and more! 

There will also be music and entertainment as well as an ice cream van! 





Keighley Town Council, Civic Centre, Keighley, BD21 3RZ 
01535 872126 

www.keighley.gov.uk


